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Abstract

Old age brings with itself lots of problems. With the increase in the elderly population, health
status of the elderly has gained lots of importance. However, neither institutional nor community
care has provided an adequate solution to the problems of old age. Though community care is
preferred over institutionalisation, lack of funding acts as a major hindrance. Hence, the need of
the hour is to integrate the services provided by institutions as well as community to improve the
quality of life of the elderly population. More research is needed to develop acceptable models of
care to meet the facilities for long-term care, and that includes institutionalisation. We still need
to learn about efficient models of formal care systems in traditional societies like India and their
cost effectivity, and then decide about informal care system with same perspective, as cultural
adaptation is essential for the elderly to feel good and be healthy.Growth in the elderly
population means a direct increase in age-related diseases such as dementia and poor mental
health outcomes such as depression, anxiety, suicide and serious constraints on the quality of life
among elderly individuals. In India as well, due to the demographic transition, rapid
industrialisation and urbanisation, westernisation of Indian culture and disintegration of joint or
extended family structures into nuclear ones, the susceptibility of the older population has
increased. They have become exposed not only to their physical disabilities but also to social,
economic and emotional alienation and isolation. An associated social change with
industrialisation has led to changes in the routine of the elderly, resulting in reduced social
participation, loss of dignity and self-respect. Eventually, it weakens the social and family
support of an individual resulting in declining mental health
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Introduction

Growth in the elderly population means a direct increase in age-related diseases such as dementia
and poor mental health outcomes such as depression, anxiety, suicide and serious constraints on
the quality of life among elderly individuals. In India as well, due to the demographic transition,
rapid industrialisation and urbanisation, westernisation of Indian culture and disintegration of
joint or extended family structures into nuclear ones, the susceptibility of the older population
has increased.Ageing has brought with it several physical as well as mental problems. For
example, older persons use general physician services slightly more than the young. However, in
contrast, mental health services, though limited, are drastically under-utilized by the elderly.
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Modernisation of family structure and economical stressors has threatened the security of the
aged in society. More and more aged are on the threshold of becoming homeless without
effective infrastructure in the community other than the family. There is great evidence of a raise
in morbidity, mortality, hospitalisation and loss of functional status related to common mental
disorders in the elderly patients.

The need of the hour is to integrate the services provided by institutions as well as community to
improve the quality of life of the elderly population. More research is needed to develop
acceptable models of care to meet the facilities for long-term care, and that includes
institutionalisation. We still need to learn about efficient models of formal care systems in
traditional societies like India and their cost effectivity, and then decide about informal care
system with the same perspective, as cultural adaptation is essential for elderly to feel good and
be healthy.

Dementia

Dementia is a chronic disorder that occurs in a person’s mental process. It causes diseases or
injury and you can tell if one because it is characterized by:

e Memory disorders
e Personality changes
e Impaired reasoning

For now, dementia is irreversible and affects 5 to 7 percent of adults who are over the age of 65
and this number goes higher up to 30 percent for those over the age of 85.Not like the other and
gentler forms of mental decline that comes along with the normal aging process, this can lead to
major impairments in one’s functioning in the society.Those who have dementia may suffer from
anxiety, depression and paranoia.

Anxiety Disorder

A whopping 6 percent in the population of older adults put up with anxiety disorder. Anxiety
disorder is a collection of mental disorders. It characterizes both the feelings of fear and anxiety.
The fear part of this disorder comes from the patient’s reaction to contemporary events. Anxiety,
on the other hand, refers to the worrying on what will happen in the years to come, and in other
words, in the future.
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Symptoms of this disorder include:

o Restlessness

o Fatigue
« Concentration problems
e lrritability

e Muscle tension
o Sleep disturbance

Believe it or not but the most ordinary anxiety diagnosis in seniors us generalized anxiety
disorder. This makes the person experience trepidation, apprehension and tension for at
least 6 months.

Elderly Suicide

Among all the age group, it is the older men and women who have the highest suicide rate in the
country. This seems to be always typical for elderly Caucasian seniors who live alone.

Psychological Effects of Disaster

Disasters and mental health are related to a large extent; the effects of disasters might have a
negative impact on the affected population. Along with the social and economic losses, the
individuals and communities experience a mental instability which might precipitate Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Anxiety and Depression in the population. Generally, the
disasters are measured by the cost of social and economic damage, but there is no comparison to
the emotional sufferings a person undergoes post-disaster.Psychological distress is common in
the victims, along with socio-economic distress. The psychological interventions have helped the
victims to improve over time, but the most common mental disorders such as depression and
anxiety are expected to increase as a result of negative impact on mental health.Disasters are
mostly unpredictable, which leaves the victims in a state of shock. The victims tend to deny the
loss and try to escape from reality. Being in a denial state makes the victims more vulnerable to
stress, anxiety and other different maladaptive reactions. Home is a place which provides safety
and security to the people. But, when the unavoidable situations induced by disaster, damage
home, properties other valuable assets, it leads to a feeling of insecurity in the victims. Death of a
closed one also leaves the victim in a state of insecurity because the sense of love, attachment
and belongingness is deprived. There were various factors which lead to the psychological
vulnerabilities of the sufferers such as the displacement of the family, death of a loved one,
socio-economic loss, environmental loss, and lack of mental preparedness for disaster, disruption
in the family bond, lack of social support and negative coping skills.
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The psychological effects of the disaster are more drastic among children, women and dependent
elderly population. After any sudden disaster or chronic disaster, they become the most
vulnerable population. Thus, they have special needs, which needs to be taken care. Peek stated
that there are various behavioural, psychological and emotional issues and instabilities observed
in older children and adolescents after the disaster. The psychological impact on children due to
disasters can be in the form of PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder), Depression, Anxiety,
Emotional Distress, and Sleep Disorders.

Effect of natural disasters on mental health

In this section, the impact on mental health post-natural disaster has been emphasised. Thus, the
mental health consequences of natural disaster such as hurricane, floods and tsunami have been
highlighted. This traumatic experience disrupts the fully-functioning life of the victims and brings
loss for individuals, families and communities. Families experiencing natural disasters faced a
loss of their identity by losing the work they have been engaged. Also, there is a lack of hope and
a disturbance of their roles in the respective community post-disaster. The loss of resources, loss
of daily routine, lack of control over one's own possessions and loss of social support was
associated with elevated levels of acute psychological distress. These mental health outcomes
developed various psychological symptoms such as severe stress after the traumatic experience,
uncontrollable stress, and feelings of grief and sadness for a prolonged period of time, substance
dependency, and adjustment problems which affects the proper functioning of the individual as
well as the community resulting in family conflicts.

Various studies have explained the physical and psychological health effects of the flood . For
instance, during and after flood situation people suffering from physical health effects like cold,
cough, flu, sore throat, or throat infections and headaches, skin rashes, gastrointestinal illness,
chest illness, high blood pressure, asthma which results in psychological stress .Anxiety while
rainfall was the most common psychological impact after the flood. Other psychological health
effects such as increased stress levels, disturbance in sleeping, dependency on alcohol and other
drugs and depression have been observed. The survivors showed a wide range of symptoms
related to anxiety, depression and PTSD. The displaced victims, however, reported the symptoms
to a great extent as compared to the non-displaced victims. Unnecessary fear and adjustment
problems were common. The feeling of hopelessness and a constant state of despair was also
seen in the victims. There were a lot of mental health issues in the survivors from the Nordic
countries. The most commonly reported problems were persistent grief, a state of shock and fear,
maladjustment and dysfunctionality. Several victims were diagnosed with mental disorders
comprising of the symptoms such as avoiding a specific situation with a fear of being rejected or
humiliated; a state of constant sadness and uncertainties; failing to understand the causes and
reasons behind the grief; fear of socializing and persistently avoiding social situations.
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Stigma, Exclusion And Discrimination of the Elderly

The age can be a kind of a stigma that assigns people to the specific category, in this case the
elderly people. That group is very often perceived in a stereotypical way as poor, sick, physically
repulsive, socially useless, de-pendent on the community, low active people who have already
lived their lives and now step aside into the margins . The elderly people are marginalized by so
called majority of the society, but most of all they alone put themselves on the margin. They
adapt to the so-called social expectations. The elderly people are excluded in many areas,
economic, social, cultural, political and in awareness. According to Giddens: “social exclusion
refers to the situation when individuals are deprived of full participation in the society. These are
just a few examples resulting from the lack of awareness of what that group needs. The cultural
offer is also not addressed to the elderly people. Typical repertoire of the cinema is addressed for
the young audience, so is typical offer in the clothes shops. The contemporary world is the world
for the young and fit, the elderly people live on the mar-gins in this world, they are “the people
of a second sort”, they are “not fully” the members of a society. Due to the stereotypes in the
society, the elderly people stop feeling accepted, important, just the opposite, they feel
discriminated, lonely and isolated. Worse treatment is notably visible in the areas of healthcare,
job market and financial services .The factors causing crisis situations in the old age are loss of
health, lowering of fitness and physical attractiveness level, loss of the loved ones, especially,
spouse and peers, loss of social and economic status, loss of feeling useful and social prestige,
approaching perspective of death .

Empty Nest Syndrome

The term of empty nest syndrome is used to define natural reaction of parents for leaving
a family home by their children. It is accompanied by the feeling of sad-ness, depression
and pain after a loss. The syndrome it-self is worsened by the fact that very often leaving
the home by children is accompanied by retirement. Such person needs to adapt to new
duties, find themselves some new things to do, they do not know what to do with a lot of
free time. Such person may feel rejected and needless. It may also lead to a depression.
Theories on aging are connected with the personality type and they assume that human
personality in the process of aging changes causing worse social functioning.

Communication

In normal aging process, problems with communication are limited to sight and hearing
impairment. It is enough that we speak a little louder to a person who has problems with hearing,
or in case of the patient with problems with sight, this person will have properly chosen glasses.
But when we deal with pathological aging diseases that accompany the patient must be
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remembered. In case of deaf patients non-verbal communication of language of gestures must be
used. If we work with a patient who has problems with memory, we must be patient, we cannot
rush the patient in actions performed by them, we should patiently remind of what we asked or
listen to stories from their past. It can be observed that some of old age people need assurance
from a therapist that they are right. During treatment such patients can insist on increase of e.g.
current dosage or prolongation of the time of procedure even though there are no medical
indications. When working with such people a therapist must be patient but also unhesitating to
make a patient understand that more forceful or longer treatment do not have to be more helpful.
Among such patients some of them are prone to suggestions or placebo. It was noticed that in
some cases it is enough to pretend that the treatment procedure was longer to make the patient
satisfied. Despite not really changing anything a patient is sure that they feel the flowing current
better of feel the warmth stronger. The elderly person — care in the family and in the institution.It
happens in care-treatment institutions that patients try to enforce pity from the person they want
to communicate with. They may say that nobody visits them, that they are lonely or that a family
abandoned them. They are not always abandoned by the family. Such behavior may result from
the need of conversation with someone and it is not always that they can count on company for
conversation in such establishments. The other reason for such situation may be the past of the
seniors. If an elderly comes from an overbearing, chaotic or oversensitive family it is possible
that such a family does not want to stay in touch with them. Essential problem connected with
care of an elderly family member are migrations and care transfer. Family structure has changed,
there are no multigenerational families, additionally people live at a distance, often a few to a
few thousand kilometers away. Care about the elderly person is passed on to institutions or
people coming to work in Poland from Ukraine or Russia. It is a very difficult situation for the
families as Polish people represent well-rooted conviction that it is a younger generation that
should take care of an elderly family member. There are daughters that have to take on this
responsibility. This common belief even dominated social politics, many mayors believe that
institutional forms of care are unnecessary because the place of an elderly person is with their
family, at home, it is a care imperative directed to the families of seniors . Contemporary
generation of daughters who are expected to take care of the elderly parents was called the
generation of sandwich. They are expected to take care of and support both, their elderly parents
and growing children. Women often are not able to manage these duties, they are frustrated, they
get depressed, start getting sick, they are accompanied by a syndrome of lonely caretaker .
Research from 2013 proved that the elderly person at home shows a strong need of feeling of
safety — fear from being physically hurt, fear from being humiliated in own eyes, association
need, a need of helping others, autonomy and compensation.

Conclusion

Older adult group (aged 60-85 years) and young adult group (aged 18-30 years). After adjusting
for marital status, sex, and employment status, the combined dependent variable of emotional,
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social, and psychological well-being differed significantly between elderly group and young
group. Older adults possessed a significantly higher adjusted mean emotional, social, and
psychological well-being scores than young group.Although some previous studies found that
the older adults are more vulnerable to immediate impact of natural disasters and suffer more
from injuries and loss of life in disasters than do younger peopleand argued that the chronic
health conditions, impaired cognitive abilities, and decreased sensory awareness that are
correlated with age likely put older adults at a disadvantage in emergency situations,the results of
the present study revealed that elderly survivors had higher levels of positive mental health
compared to their younger counterparts.The findings from the current study supported some
studies that found the elderly survivors were less vulnerable to psychological problems.

References

1. Blaikie P, Cannon T, Davis |, Wisner B. At Risk: Natural Hazards, People’s Vulnerability
and Disasters. London: Routledge; 2014.

Jia Z, Tian W, Liu W, Cao Y, Yan J, Shun Z. Are the elderly more vulnerable to
psychological impact of natural disaster? A population-based survey of adult survivors of the
2008 Sichuan earthquake. BMC Public Health. 2010;10(1):1-11.

Lin MR, Huang W, Huang C, Hwang HF, Tsai LW, Chiu YN. The impact of the Chi-Chi
earthquake on quality of life among elderly survivors in Taiwan—a before and after study.
Qual Life Res. 2002;
11(4):379-388.

Alipour F, Khankeh H, Fekrazad H, Kamali M, Rafiey H, Ahmadi S. Social issues and post-
disaster recovery: a qualitative study in an Iranian context. Int Soc Work. 2015;58(5):689—
703.

Chan EY. The untold stories of the Sichuan earthquake. Lancet. 2008;372(9636):359-362.
Pekovic V, Seff L, Rothman MB. Planning for and responding to special needs of elders in
natural disasters. Generations. 2007;31(4):37-41.

Alipour F, Khankeh HR, Fekrazad H, et al. Challenges for resuming normal life after
earthquake: a qualitative study on rural areas of Iran. PLoS Curr. 2014;6:ecurrents.
Srinivasan S, Llorente MD, Magley M. Mental Health Consequences of Disaster Exposure

in Older Adults. Disaster Preparedness for Seniors. New York, NY: Springer; 2014:311—
327.

O’donnell ML, Forbes D. Natural disaster, older adults, and mental health—a dangerous
combination. Int Psychogeriatr. 2016;
28(01):9-10.

10 Cherniack EP. The impact of natural disasters on the elderly. Am J Disaster Med.
2008;3(3):133-139.

[N

|0

|

N o o

|

|©

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com



http://www.ijmra.us/
mailto:editorijmie@gmail.co
http://www.ijmra.us/
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft2
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft3
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft4
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft5
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft6
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft7
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft8
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft9
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft10

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
Volume 8, Issue 11 (November 2018)
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081

Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed & Listed at:
Ulrich's Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A

Goenjian AK, Najarian LM, Pynoos RS, et al. Posttraumatic stress disorder in elderly and
younger adults after the 1988 earthquake in Armenia. Am J Psychiatry. 1994;151(6):895—
901.

Banks L. Caring for elderly adults during disasters: improving health outcomes and
recovery. South Med J. 2013;106(1):94-98.

Thompson MP, Norris FH, Hanacek B. Age differences in the psychological consequences
of Hurricane Hugo. Psychol Aging. 1993;8(4):606—616.

Wang T, Yang H, Han B. A follow up study on the elderly survivors’ mental health two
years after the Wenchuan earthquake. World Acad Sci, Eng Technol, Int J Soc, Behav, Educ,
Econ, Bus Ind Eng. 2012;6(5):872-880.

Knight BG, Gatz M, Heller K, Bengtson VL. Age and emotional response to the Northridge
earthquake: a longitudinal analysis. Psychol Aging. 2000;15(4):627-634.

Lindert J, Levav |. Violence and Mental Health: Its Manifold Faces. New York, NY:
Springer; 2015.

Seligman ME, Csikszentmihalyi M. Positive psychology: An introduction. The Netherlands:
Springer; 2014:279-298.

Ardalan A, Babaie J, Moradian MJ, Shariati M, Yousefi H. Incorporating the lessons learned

from the 2012 East Azerbaijan Earthquakes in Iran’s National Health Emergency Plan.
Prehosp Disaster Med. 2013;28(4):417.

Joshanloo M, Wissing MP, Khumalo IP, Lamers SM. Measurement invariance of the Mental
Health Continuum-Short Form (MHC-SF) across three cultural groups. Pers Individ Dif.
2013;55(7):755-759.

Guo C, Tomson G, Guo J, Li X, Keller C, Soderqvist F. Psychometric evaluation of the
Mental Health Continuum-Short Form (MHC-SF) in Chinese adolescents—a methodological
study. Health Qual Life Outcomes. 2015;13(1):198.

de Carvalho JS, Pereira NS, Pinto AM, Mar6co J. Psychometric properties of the mental
health continuum-short form: a study of Portuguese speaking children/youths. J Child Fam
Stud. 2016;25(7):2141-2154.

Machado WdL, Bandeira DR. Positive Mental Health Scale: validation of the Mental Health
Continuum-Short Form. Psico-USF. 2015;20(2):259-274.

Liu A, Tan H, Zhou J, et al. An epidemiologic study of posttraumatic stress disorder in flood
victims in Hunan China. Can J Psychiatry. 2006;51(6):350-354.

Ticehurst S, Webster RA, Carr VJ, Lewin TJ. The psychosocial Impact of an earthquake on
the elderly. Int J Geriatr Psychiatry. 1999;11(11):943-951.

1045

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com



http://www.ijmra.us/
mailto:editorijmie@gmail.co
http://www.ijmra.us/
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft11
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft12
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft13
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft14
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft15
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft16
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft17
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft18
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft19
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft20
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft21
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft22
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft23
https://www.dovepress.com/are-older-people-more-vulnerable-to-long-term-impacts-of-disasters-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-CIA#reft24

